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Results of Session 1: Envision Thurston-Mason Counties 2025

A number of common predictions, hopes, and concerns emerged as participants imagined
what Thurston and Mason counties might be like in the year 2025. The results can be grouped
under the following headings:

e Agriculture

e Business & Commerce

e Community Design & Housing

e Education

e Government & Land Management
e Habitat

e Recreation

e Transportation

e Values & Other Features

A number of key concerns received attention in nearly all groups. The need for an extensive
public transportation system was repeatedly emphasized. Participants also envisioned a
change in the way housing and communities are designed, with most seeing populations more
densely packed into urban centers. Ideally, these communities would be more like villages,
with residential areas clustered around businesses and services, and with shared green space
and good access to recreation. Cycling and walking trails, both within the community and
connecting the community to outlying parks and natural areas, were highly valued. Local
sources of food, including local farms and community gardens, were also valued by
participants, and growth management was seen as essential.

Many participants identified two points as critical to any positive change: The first was the
need for people to adopt a new set of values in which the health of the environment and of
the community become priorities, replacing society’s current tendency to promote
individualism and materialism. Participants envisioned closer-knit, self-sufficient communities
and closer relationships between families and neighbors. The second was the recognition that
population growth is an essential challenge to the health of the community and the
environment. A number of participants suggested that unless this growth is controlled, the
future is bleak.

It was also evident that there were two approaches to this futuring exercise: Some
participants chose to envision an ideal future, while others projected negative trends forward
18 years. The following summaries articulate both perspectives.
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Agriculture in 2025

Positive or neutral predictions:

There is more room for agriculture as communities are designed and managed to
occupy less space. Rural character is maintained—there are more farming communities
in both counties.

People develop a greater awareness of where their food comes from; they support co-
ops and farmers markets. Communities and individuals also maintain small, local
gardens, and urban buildings have roof gardens. People reduce their use of herbicides
and pesticides.

Wetlands grow native, usable, quality grasses.

There is better, more effective use of reclaimed water.

Negative predictions or concerns:

Agricultural land continues to by converted to housing developments.

Global warming raises the sea level, so there is even less land than before.

Business in 2025

Positive or neutral predictions:

People no longer see a conflict or tension between the economy and the environment.
All businesses are held accountable for their activities and impact on the environment.

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building certification sets
the minimum standard for building. Builders use environmentally-friendly building
materials and designs, and there are economic incentives for developers who adopt
sustainable building practices.

Businesses in general function in ways that support sustainable living (green services,
organic foods...). They develop products that are easier to recycle and reuse. There
are fewer “disposable” products. Packaging is reduced. Harmful chemicals are no
longer used in everyday products.

New technologies are more affordable and more widely used.
There are more rural businesses in Mason County.

Locally-owned, small businesses meet local needs for goods and services. Local
economies are more self-sufficient; they also rely on their own sources of fuel and
energy.

Co-ops are more common for a variety of products, including food, art, and cars.

People live closer to where they work (walking distance) or telecommute from a home
office.
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e Employers offer on-site childcare. Alternatively, there are community-supported
childcare facilities at strategic locations throughout the community. There is greater
social support for families/parents raising children.

e Labor shifts are staggered to reduce rush hour traffic.

Negative predictions or concerns:

¢ Businesses continue to operate as they always have, and the health of the economy
and the health of the environment are at odds.

e Corporations create a green facade, but are not genuinely interested in the
environment; they seek only the positive image the green facade inspires.

Community Design & Housing in 2025
Positive or neutral predictions:

e Olympia prospers, with a downtown defined by mixed-use buildings and well-
developed public transportation. Housing needs are met in part through rehabilitation
of older buildings, especially downtown. The city is more densely populated. Green
spaces may be similar to those currently in existence, but some envision the
disappearance of Capital Lake and a change in the location of the downtown area as
the community moves up out of the wetland area along the bay. The downtown is
colorful, with lots of small, locally-owned businesses.

¢ Shelton becomes more vibrant, wealthy, progressive, gentrified.

e Housing developments are carefully integrated into the natural environment so as to
minimize impact and maintain natural features of the landscape. Xeriscaping is the
norm and native plant species are used for landscaping. There are more trees.

¢ Individual homes occupy less space—homes and yards are smaller. Urban residential
building creates more space for people by building up, rather than sprawling out
across the landscape.

e Affordable housing is available within the urban areas, which reduces the tendency of
people to move into outlying areas. Low-income housing is readily available. Solutions
have been found for the homeless problem.

e Suburban neighborhoods are replaced by urban centers/self-contained and self-
sustaining communities. These village-like communities contain necessary goods and
services, so residents can obtain such things as groceries without traveling.

e Communities are designed with neighborhood parks and natural areas—such spaces are
valued and maintained.

e Urban centers, such as Olympia’s downtown, are designed for pedestrians only.

o [Effective septic/sewage and water systems exist thanks to new technological advances
and well-coordinated action. Recycling and composting systems are extensive.

e Everything is designed for energy efficiency; alternative energy sources are employed.
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Negative predictions or concerns:

e There is more commercial and housing development in Olympia, and there are more
corporations.

e Lacey’s development is less attractive, with more strip malls.

¢ Hood Canal is worse because too many trees have been cut down around it, and too
many big houses built on the cleared land.

e There are continuing problems with sewers and waste-management systems.

e The population is expanding at a rate that undermines efforts to build sustainable
communities and protect and preserve the environment. There are simply too few
resources to accommodate the growing population.

e Development continues to encroach on natural areas—new areas are clearcut to meet
expanding housing and commercial needs. Growth is rapid and unsustainable. Large,
non-sustainable houses continue to be built, though there is more effort to create
community green space.

¢ Global warming raises the sea level, so there is even less land than before.

Education in 2025

¢ Mentors within the community help educate and engage young people about cultural
and environmental issues. Everyone in the community is involved in efforts to solve
problems, reshape the world, and reap the benefits that result.

e Local gardens provide opportunities to teach new skills and values; schools have
gardens that serve as a hands-on educational tool.

e School buildings are models of environmentally-responsible design and use alternative
energy sources.

e The approach to education focuses on understanding systems: how different sectors
are interrelated. Children are taught to be critical thinkers. Education is also more
science-based and emphasizes a hands-on approach. Environmental education is a
regular, accepted part of the curriculum. Funding is more available for hands-on
education.

e Home/property owners are educated to be good environmental stewards.

e Theinternet is a key resource for spreading information.

Government & Land Management in 2025

e There are land trusts and preserves; lands are added to the tribal trusts to facilitate
conservation.

¢ Growth management is emphasized; sustainable development is practiced. There are
land regulations and government incentives to support sustainable development and
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prevent development in designated conservation areas. Open space is valued and
included in land management planning efforts, and further development on previously
undeveloped sites is curtailed in order to preserve agricultural resources, forestlands,
and other natural resources.

Incentives are in place to make farming/environmental work affordable; bad practices
are penalized through taxation.

City councils supply strong leadership at the local level. Positive change is instigated
as a result of grassroots efforts within and between communities.

Government agencies communicate effectively with one another.

Rules and regulations for development are adaptive, allowing for a site-specific rather
than a one-size-fits-all approach.

More funding is directed to restoration projects and other activities designed to
improve habitat, save species, and safeguard the environment.

Government is more streamlined; less expensive.

Efforts are being made to control population growth; the process involves local as well
as state government and includes community members.

State agencies produce their own energy using alternative energy generators such as
solar panels.

There are beautification ordinances.

Habitat in 2025

Positive or neutral predictions:

Puget Sound is clean, healthy, and thriving. Whales, salmon, and other wildlife in and
around Puget Sound recover/return.

Wetlands and rivers are restored; the dikes are removed from the Nisqually River.
Wetlands grow native, usable, quality grasses.

The air is cleaner; water-quality is much improved and clean water is more abundant.
The environment is cleaner—no trash/litter.

There are wildlife corridors through freeways.
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