Washington State Legislature

February 25, 2002

Cleve Pinnix, Director

Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission -.
Chairman of the Governor’s Council on Environmental Education C e
PO Box 40900

Olympia, WA 98504-0900

Dear Mr. Pinnix,

We, the undersigned, request that the Governor’s Council on Environmental Education review and report
on the status of environmental education in Washington State that includes, but is not limited to analyzing
the current status, funding needs and potential revenue sources for environmental education in our
-schools. We appreciate the benefits of curriculum that integrates the environment with lesson in math,
science, language arts and reading. We believe that using the environment as an integrating concept
helps students retain information, assist in promoting education reform, and, through local student

projects in their watersheds, builds lasting relationships with local businesses and community and civic
organizations.

However, we believe that a report from your Council is required to provide a compelling case for further
legislative support of environmental education among our colleagues. The report should synthesize
existing information and report on the following:

1. Assess and compare Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) scores from schools
whose students have and have not completed courses on environmental science or courses that
use the environment as an integrating concept;

2. Examples of successful education programs in the state of Washington that use the environment
as an integrating concept;

3. Current availability and costs of developing and using environmental education curriculum
‘materials; ’

4. Costs of transportation to sites for learning about science, natural history and the environment;

5. Costs of pre-service and in-service teacher training for those using the environment as the
integrating concept;

6. Costs of maintaining and operating publicly-owned outdoor education sites accessible for day

trips by school classes;

Costs of supplies and equipment needed for students to fully participate in field site learning; and

8. Potential revenue sources to fund costs associated with (1) through (7), including public and
private sources.
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We understand that using the environment as a way to teach our students basic life skill is a process
aimed at developing students that are aware of and concerned about the total environment and its
associated problems. We also recognize that when students can learn science, math, and language skill
through environmental examples, they have knowledge, attitudes, and skills that will help them work
individually and collectively toward solutions of current problems and the prevention of new ones. By
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developing environmentally literate citizens who can compete in our global economy and make well-
informed decisions on today’s complex natural resource issues we develop a citizenry who exercises
their civic rights and responsibilities as members of a community and democracy.

We know that the Governor’s Council on Environmental Education has improved schools’ effectiveness
and students’ learning, and has increased community partnerships and citizens’ civic responsibility in
dozens of communities across Washington. The council assists school districts and their communities
develop learning opportunities that use the environment as an integrating context. We are also aware that
there is a burgeoning groundswell of citizen support for this type of education due to all of these benefits,

Our committees recognize that our request for a report comes to you without new funding, but we have
worked with representatives from non-profit organizations to assist you in seeking funding to complete
the report. We have been assured that you will receive assistance from other funding sources.

Please provide the preliminary findings of your report to the House Education and Senate Education
Committees, by December 1, 2002. We will schedule briefings with our committees to address the
findings of your report.

Please complete a final report of your finding by January 1, 2003. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

Sincerely,
Senator Rosemary McAuliffe Representative Dave Quall
{r, Senate Education Committee Chair, House Education Committee
Senator William Finkbeiner Representative Kathy Haigh
anking Minoes

, Senate Education Committee Vice Chair, House Education Committee
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Senator Tracey Eide
Vice Chair, ate Education Committee




